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by the notarii, as he sat talking from hi-. > h.»ir in the apse of the basilica. Poss'uliu* s;iys nunv people used to bring notaries with them t»» church. He preached very frequently thrMU^hmir life, sometimes for quite a number of day. :n succession.
In the other functions of the Church, r<urp: baptism and the preparation of the * competent'.,' Augustine would have the assistance, of hi*, ilrip*. Mass was already a daily liturgical fum'titm in thr African churches, and there was a -.crvicr i«i psalms and hymns which he calls the ;r//r';;>;.; One of the Catholic hagiographers h;t% the .nuta* :fy to represent Augustine as a busy father tMnfr>.-.:.«• after the modern type. He must, at .til rvntf-., have received a certain number of the inittui<«u, r«. which then went by the name of n>ntrv.t<«fi',. From time to time, also, his C'hurt'h otircr.i visitors the curious spectacle of a publit prmtrjif, when one of his congregation had hern HMtMriMii-.lv guilty of some graver crime, suth as inuniri, sacrilege, or adultery; though wr cauuMf chink, after reading his sermons, that the law \va-, .if.pljr.l strictly on the last point.
Apart, however, from the greater .simplicity u» the services and the noisiness and carelesMicv, .it